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HONORING ROBERT FRANK
OHRENSCHALL

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 13, 2012

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
with both pride and sadness to honor my
friend Robert Frank Ohrenschall, a Marin
County businessman, entrepreneur, philan-
thropist, and community leader who passed
away on August 28, 2012 in San Rafael, CA.
Bob was known for his intelligence, wit, and
compassionate heart combined with warmth
that enabled him to connect with people.

Born on June 9, 1926, Bob grew up in Balti-
more, Maryland, graduating from Boys’ Latin
School in 1944. After receiving a B.A. in
American History from Yale University, he first
moved to New York City to work for an ad
agency, and then served as a U.S. Navy lieu-
tenant during the Korean War. After his mili-
tary service, Bob came to San Francisco,
where he worked for an ad agency and met
his future wife, Susan Page. He and Sue were
married in 1955 and settled in Greenbrae to
raise their four children. In 1960, Bob and his
partner Huntley Soyster founded Soyster &
Ohrenschall, a San Francisco-based design
company which became the leading firm in the
field.

After the company was acquired in the mid-
1980s, Bob was able to devote more time to
other interests. Travelling, reading, and family
time were among his favorite pastimes. He
and Sue visited close to 50 countries and en-
joyed visiting their children and grandchildren
on the West Coast and in Spain.

Bob’s philanthropy demonstrated his com-
mitment to a broad range of local, national,
and international causes, from education to
the environment to medical needs in devel-
oping countries. He devoted his talent, energy,
and personal resources to numerous organiza-
tions, including the Eisenhower Institute, San
Francisco State University College of Busi-
ness, Romberg Tiburon Center for Environ-
mental Studies, Tiburon-Belvedere Rotary
Club, WIiRED International and International
Diplomacy Council. He also supported the
Hoover Institution at Stanford University, Boys’
Latin School and College of Marin.

From successful business executive to de-
voted family man, dedicated naval officer to
compassionate philanthropist, Bob was a very
gifted and caring individual who touched many
lives. He connected with people across the
political spectrum, referring to himself as my
“embedded republican friend.”

In addition to his wife, Bob is survived by
his four children, Mark, Ross, Page, and Sally,
and their families.

Mr. Speaker, Robert Frank Ohrenschall

leaves a legacy that will inspire generations to
come. | ask you to join me in honoring his life.
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IN HONOR OF OHIO STATE REP-
RESENTATIVE  NICHOLAS  J.
CELEBREZZE

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 13, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of State Representative Nicholas J.
Celebrezze of Ohio’s 15th House District.

Representative Celebreeze graduated from
the University of Akron in Ohio with a bach-
elor's degree with Honors from the Bliss Insti-
tute of American Politics. He later received his
Juris Doctorate from the Cleveland Marshall
College of Law. In 2004, he was admitted to
practice law in Ohio. He currently owns and
operates a local, family-owned law firm.

Before being elected to the Ohio General
Assembly, Representative Celebrezze was a
Parma City Councilman for six years, chairing
the Planning Committee which created a re-
gional approach that led to $3.7 million of im-
provements towards solving the City’'s long
history of standing sewer problems. While on
the Parma City Council, his background as a
former Cuyahoga County Adult Probation Offi-
cer and Assistant County Prosecutor moti-
vated him to advocate for a strong sense of
community safety and to become involved in a
successful campaign to build two new local
fire stations.

Now as a member of the Ohio House of
Representatives, Representative Celebrezze
sits on the Local Government and Transpor-
tation, Public Safety, and Homeland Security
Committees. In addition to his legislative du-
ties, Representative Celebrezze is also active
in the community participating in Parma Jay-
cees, the Parma and Ohio Bar Associations,
the North East Ohio City Council Association,
the Justinian Forum, is the elected Chairman
of the Partisan Ohio Sports Club, and was
named the official color commentator for the
local PACTV televised high school soccer
games in 2011.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring the achievements of State Rep-
resentative Nicholas J. Celebrezze.

———

HONORING TOM LABONGE

HON. JANICE HAHN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 13, 2012

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor Los
Angeles City Counciiman Tom LaBonge, a
distinguished public servant, who is receiving
the 2012 Jack Webb Award for his commit-
ment and support for the men and women of
the Los Angeles Police Department. Tom’s
parents gave him a deep love for the City of
Angels. His civic spirit was inspired as a teen-
ager when he served on Mayor Tom Bradley’s
Youth Council. In 1976, upon earning his un-
dergraduate degree from California State Uni-
versity Los Angeles, he joined the staff of
Councilwoman Peggy Stevenson, 13th District,
and later he moved to work for John Ferraro,
Council President.

Over the course of 15 years as an aide to
John Ferraro, Tom learned the value of public
service. In spite of the demands of working for
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the Council President, Tom still found time to
coach LAPD’s football team, the Centurions.

Later, as chief of field operations for Mayor
Riordan, Tom oversaw a staff of deputies as-
signed to neighborhoods throughout every re-
gion of the 465-square-mile city and acted as
the Mayor’s special representative at commu-
nity events.

In 2011, Tom won a special election to rep-
resent the people of the 4th City Council Dis-
trict. As his tenure in the Council winds down,
Tom remains busy promoting the city he loves
and working diligently to make Los Angeles a
better place to live, work, and play.

Whether tackling issues that impact his con-
stituents or coaching cops on the gridiron,
Tom'’s life has been devoted to service and as
such, he has earned this award. It is truly a
privilege to be his friend.

———

RECOGNIZING THE WORK OF
REVEREND RALPH CARNEY

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 13, 2012

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor the life and work of Reverend
Ralph Carney. Since 1999, Father Ralph Car-
ney has served as the Catholic Chaplain at
Madigan Medical Center in Washington State,
conducting mass and ministering to both pa-
tients and staff. His passing is a great loss to
the community at Joint Base Lewis-McChord.

Rev. Carney was born in 1923. During
World War Il, he was a sailor along the South
American coast and during his career, would
serve in the Navy, Air Force, and Army.

Following World War Il, Father Carney be-
came ordained as a Catholic priest. Rev. Car-
ney went on to serve as a chaplain for the Air
Force and Army. In 1964, Rev. Carney went
to Vietnam to work with combat soldiers. Upon
his retirement from the Army, he began work-
ing at Western State Hospital and after he
was a priest at St. John Bosco Catholic
Church in Lakewood, WA.

Rev. Carney began working at Madigan
Army Medical Center in 1999 and continued
his work there until his passing on August 26,
2012 at age 89. He was deeply passionate
about serving those who serve our country.
Never being one to slow down, Rev. Carney
continued his work up until his last days.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that | cel-
ebrate the life of Father Carney. His service to
our country and the men and women who
serve to defend it will not be forgotten.

———

IN HONOR OF OHIO STATE
REPRESENTATIVE MIKE FOLEY

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 13, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor State Representative Mike Foley of
Ohio’s 14th House District.

Representative Foley was appointed to rep-
resent the 14th District in May of 2006 and
won the formal election in November of that
same year; he has now been serving for four
terms.
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Representative Foley’s legislative career
has been marked by his passion and advo-
cacy for housing issues, as exemplified by his
current role as Chairman of the Housing
Urban Revitalization Committee. In the mid-
1980s, he became a community organizer for
the St. Clair-Superior Coalition where he took
responsibility for neighborhood safety and
block club organization. He later became a
field representative for Cleveland’s Community
Relations Board followed by roles as a court
administrator, personal bailiff, and judicial clerk
at the Cleveland Municipal Housing Court.

In 1997, Representative Foley began work
at the Cleveland Tenants Organization where
he eventually became Executive Director dur-
ing his 9 year tenure. His work with the orga-
nization helped bring in over $160 million in
affordable housing projects performed by local
union laborers and helped organize the largest
rent strike in Ohio history—a protest against a
25 percent rent increase towards senior citi-
zens by out-of-state landlords.

Representative Foley also advocates for
issues such as alternative energy, the environ-
ment, retiree benefits, consumer rights and tax
code reform. He serves as a member of the
Alternative Energy; Civil and Commercial Law;
and Ways and Means committees.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring the achievements of State Rep-
resentative Mike Foley.

————

CRISTINA DIDONE—SUCCESS IN
AMERICA

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 13, 2012

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, since her
days as a little girl in Argentina, Cristina
Didone (Dee dough ne) dreamed of a new day
owning a business.

Although she loved her homeland she
looked thousands of miles away to the land of
real opportunity—America.

Like millions before her she yearned and
worked to come to America.

Even though her visa was denied three
times she pursued her American dream and
eventually a working visa was granted.

Once in the United States in 1990 she cre-
ated a business involving her two passions:
the Law and English.

So she started Kansas City Translations a
firm specializing in training individuals in legal
interpretations.

Finally in 1999 she got to Texas as fast as
she could and created CD Language solu-
tions—a Global legal translations company in
Houston for oil, gas & technology firms.

Just recently Cristina was recognized by the
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce as Hispanic
Female Entrepreneur of the Year.

As we get ready to celebrate Hispanic Herit-
age Month | would like to recognize this suc-
cessful and tenacious American business-
woman that believed in herself and America.

And that’s just the way it is.
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IN HONOR OF OHIO STATE
REPRESENTATIVE KENNETH YUKO

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 13, 2012

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor State Representative Kenneth “Kenny”
Yuko of Ohio’s 7th House District.

Representative Yuko started his career as a
clothing buyer for Polsky’s Department Store;
however, he soon found he was developing a
passion for union organizing and advocating
for workers’ rights. His first job in public serv-
ice, which spanned 30 years, was with the La-
borers’ Local #860 Union. Not only did he act
as a union organizer for 25 years, but he also
earned several awards, including the 2000 Or-
ganizing Award.

Now as a State Representative, Mr. Yuko
advocates for workers’ rights as well as in-
creased health care access and Multiple Scle-
rosis awareness. In 2004, he worked to pass
H.B. 379, designating March as MS Aware-
ness Month in Ohio. His efforts with this bill
earned him Ohio Health Advocacy Network’s
2006 award for Legislator of the Year. He also
serves as a ranking member of the House
Commerce, Labor and Technology committee
and a member of the Health and Aging and
Veterans Affairs Committees.

Outside of his duties as State Representa-
tive, Mr. Yuko holds a place on the Bureau of
Workers Compensation Oversight Committee,
Unemployment Advisory Committee, Ohio His-
torical Society Board (ex-officio), and is an ac-
tive member of the Cancer, Fire, Housing and
Mental Health caucuses.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring the achievements of State Rep-
resentative Kenny Yuko.

———

CONGRATULATING MOUNT CAR-
MEL SCHOOL 60TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO
SABLAN

OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 13, 2012

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, sixty years ago,
Capuchin priest Father Arnold Bendowski to-
gether with a convent of the Mercederian Sis-
ters of Berriz and the parishioners of Mount
Carmel Church established Mount Carmel
School, which became the very first school in
the Northern Mariana Islands to graduate a
class of students from high school.

Today, | ask you to join me in celebrating
this 60th anniversary of the founding of Mount
Carmel School and to recognize the school’s
proud history of educating Northern Marianas
students from their elementary through high
school years.

Enroliment steadily increased throughout the
1960s, 1970s, and 1980s. Building s success,
in 1993 Bishop Tomas A. Camacho hired Sis-
ter Mary Angela Perez of Religious Sisters of
Mercy to be President of Mount Carmel
School and gave her a broad mandate to lift
the standard of education at the school to a
new level. Under her leadership, Mt. Carmel
was incorporated; and in 1994 a review team
from the Western Association of Schools and
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Colleges granted Accreditation Candidacy sta-
tus. Eventually, this action led to the school
becoming the first non-public school in the
Northern Marianas accredited for a full six-
year term.

Throughout these 60 years of development
and growth Mount Carmel School has gar-
nered a reputation for academic excellence,
sending many graduates to top postsecondary
institutions. Mount Carmel maintains this com-
mitment, announcing this year that the school
is adopting the National Standards and Bench-
marks for Effective Catholic Elementary and
Secondary Schools, formulated by Catholic
educators from across the nation.

Supporting the academic, Mt. Carmel has
also developed a diverse range of extra-
curricular activities, which have led to ac-
claimed theatrical productions and champion-
ship teams participating in the Academic Chal-
lenge Bowl, the Attorney General's Cup,
Forensics, Mock Trial, and We the People pro-
grams. In line with findings of the National
Center for Education Statistics, the school has
decided now to grant academic credit for stu-
dent participation in this kind of extracurricular
activity, a policy that has been linked to im-
proved attendance, academic achievement,
and a commitment to continuing education be-
yond high school.

In addition to shaping the minds of our fu-
ture leaders, Mount Carmel School has helped
mold their spiritual conscience and social con-
sciousness. Leadership at the school contin-
ually impress upon students their personal re-
sponsibility as members of a community. The
school recently launched a service learning
program, to augment its theology curriculum,
and also introduced an innovative anti-bullying
program, all to guide student awareness of
how best to participate in the larger society of
which they are a part.

Mt. Carmel understands its own social re-
sponsibility, too. The Northern Marianas com-
munity today faces the same financial chal-
lenges as Americans elsewhere in our nation.
In response, Mt. Carmel has committed to
new initiatives offering financial assistance to
families that want a Catholic education for
their children.

From its humble beginnings in 1952, the
school has evolved into an institution whose
name is synonymous with excellence in our
community. Mt. Carmel has cultivated many of
our islands’ most notable business, govern-
ment, and community leaders. Alumni from all
walks of life stand as inspiring pillars in our
community.

| offer my congratulations to all those who
have been affiliated with the school over these
past 60 years—teachers, staff, students, alum-
ni, and parents. | am confident that the next
60 years will be marked by the same level of
accomplishment.

Congratulations, Knights!

———

IN HONOR OF OHIO STATE REP-
RESENTATIVE SANDRA WIL-
LIAMS

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, September 13, 2012
Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to

honor State Representative Sandra Williams
of Ohio’s 11th District.
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